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INTRODUCTION 

As we approach the centennial of the world famous Mille Miglia, E.A.KAHANE’S photo installation, 
HEART OF THE RACE, Master Mechanics of the Mille Miglia, pays tribute to the historic and invaluable 
contributions of its skilled mechanics. ​
 

From the very beginning in 1927 of what has been described as the “world‘s most beautiful race,” 
mechanics have always played a vital role in making the race possible. In the early years of the speed 
contest, the mechanic rode in the car with the driver, to be instantly available for repairs as well as 
handling the navigation. 
 

Today the mechanics ride in chase cars, followed by vans loaded with equipment, and also staff and 
support network in strategic locations along the race route. 
 

For months leading up to the race The mechanics are transfixed in preparing the vintage cars for 
their grueling adventure, rallying from Brescia to Rome and back again, consuming days which can last up 
to 13 hours on the road. Often the mechanics will work through the night, while the drivers sleep, getting 
only a couple of hours of rest a day. 
 

The mechanics are frequently called upon to perform miracle roadside repairs, many times having 
to improvise — using “tricks of the trade” which have been passed down through generations. Their main 
goal, get their client and their classic car to the finish line in Brescia! Simply put, without the Master 
Mechanics there would be no race. No vintage car, the youngest of which is now 68 years old and the oldest 
approaching 100, can last that distance without the necessity of some form of mechanical triage, period. 
 

Photographer E.A. KAHANE photographed the race in 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024, with a photo 
exhibition at Museo Mille Miglia in 2022. But what altered her view of the event completely was when she 
participated in the Mille Miglia as navigator in a 1934 Fiat 508C Balilla Coppa d’Oro, in 2023 as part of an 
all-women’s team of “Cultural Ambassadors” representing Brescia and Bergamo. After witnessing 
numerous repairs performed by the mechanics, on the 5-day journey across Italy, it became clear to 
Kahane — the true stars of the “1000” were the mechanics. 

 
 Inspired by Irving Penn’s “Small Trades” photo portrait series, just prior to the June 2024 race, 

Kahane began organizing formal portraits of the Brescia-based mechanics. She also visited each local 
automotive maintenance and repair garage to photograph the mechanics as they prepared the classic cars 
for the race. 
 

Setting up a pop-up studio during car registration and scrutineering at the Paddock Brixia Forum 
gave Kahane the opportunity to invite visiting mechanics as well to participate in the formal portraits. For 
the five days of the Mille 2024, Kahane, with her team, including a lighting designer, photo assistant, driver 
and journalist, followed the often difficult route, pushing to keep up with the mechanics. She captured 
roadside repairs while her team set-up an impromptu outdoor studio to expand on the formal portrait 
series, working to convey the spirit of the mechanics in the moment of a crucial repair. 



HEART OF THE RACE, Master Mechanics of the Mille Miglia, has been extended to the MoCa 
location in Brescia with the intention of engaging the community in celebrating the Brescia history of the 
“1000” and shining a long over-due spotlight on its Master Mechanics. 
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